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Join the Rally to celebrate
the 108th Anniversary of the Russian October Revolution!
Let's Confront the Reactionary Takaichi Administration

YONEMARU Kasane

On October 20, the coalition government of the Liberal Democratic Party and Nippon Ishin (Japan
Innovation Party) was formed, and the following day, the TAKAICHI Sanae Cabinet was launched.
This marks the birth of an ultra-reactionary, far-right administration packed with ultra-hawkish
historical revisionists and xenophobes, including lawmakers involved in slush funds.

Over the past 26 years, the LDP-Komeito coalition government has forcibly implemented numerous
anti-people, reactionary policies. Particularly over the last decade, since the 2014 cabinet decision
under the second ABE administration to “allow the exercise of collective self-defense” and the
subsequent forced passage of the 2015 “Security-related Laws” (War Laws) that embodied this
policy, the strengthening of a war state and a security crackdown regime has accelerated rapidly.
Simultaneously, while “Abenomics” pursued monetary relaxation, tax breaks for monopoly capital,
and tax hikes on the people, corruption ran rampant—from the Moritomo/Kake scandals to the
manipulation of public funds and slush-fund politics. The exposure of this political corruption led to
the inevitable, albeit belated and modest, retribution: the LDP-Komeito coalition suffered defeat in
both House of Representatives and House of Councillors elections, becoming a minority government.
However, the government and ruling class are solely focused on scheming how to navigate the crisis
they brought upon themselves to their own advantage.

Takaichi's policy address on October 24 made no mention whatsoever of slush funds or tax cuts.
Instead, it was a parade of reactionary policies: accelerating the achievement of the “three security
documents” (including increasing military spending to 2% of GDP, or ¥11 trillion (US$73 billion), by
fiscal 2026), continuing “Abenomics”, and reducing the number of Diet seats to eliminate minority
parties opposed to constitutional revision and military expansion. By reinforcing the “right-wing
spring” within the government through the JI Party, it seeks nothing less than restoring centripetal
force among conservative and right-wing factions while achieving the revival of Japanese
imperialism across all fronts: political, economic, and military.

Against the prevailing trend that pretends Takaichi's appointment as Japan's first female prime
minister holds some progressive significance, it is impossible to effectively counter this without
employing the concept of “class.” Why does Takaichi seek to exclude foreigners? Why does she
stubbornly oppose separate surnames for married couples and insist on visiting Yasukuni Shrine?
The ideology of her and other far-right forces is fundamentally one of colluding with the United
States to serve as an integrating axis for the benefit of Japanese monopolies. Unless we expose the
capitalist class consciousness and its aims—the root of this reactionary ideology—we cannot truly
hold them accountable.



As long as Takaichi is a woman, her presence will slightly shift the gender ratio in male-dominated
“key positions.” However, what matters is for which class's interests she works—the working class
or the capitalist class. It is as clear as day that, by “working like a dog” for the capitalist class,
Takaichi will further oppress and impoverish the working people.

Capitalism is the consistent instigator of war.

The reactionary Takaichi administration, deepening its honeymoon relationship with the Trump
administration, is participating in a containment strategy aimed at dismantling and overthrowing
the governments of China, DPRK, and Russia—strategy rooted in America's return to unipolar
domination and colonialist ambitions—and is charging headlong into a war of re-invasion against
Asia. It relentlessly pushes for the expansion and combat readiness of the SDF under the pretext of
“defense,” while also stoking xenophobia among impoverished people through the exclusion of
foreigners. What must we do to halt the ever-deepening crisis of war?

Though separated by over a century, we are both living in an era of imperialist war. The Russian
October Socialist Revolution was achieved in the midst of World War I, an imperialist war for the
redivision of colonies. Over these past 100-plus years, it has been proven consistently that
capitalism is the arsonist of war. The root cause lies in the capitalist system, driven by insatiable
profit-seeking, which seeks to maintain global domination enabling its rampant excesses.
Thirty-four years have passed since the collapse of the socialist systems in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe. Global capitalism, led by the US, Europe, and Japan, freed from those constraints,
has been forced into retreat in the face of capitalism’s inherent contradictions and the advance of
anti-US struggles. It has masked its decline by expanding the military-industrial complex and
prolonging its life through war policies. Now, it is escalating its stirrings, spawning fascist hordes
across the world.

Persistent Japanese Colonialism

This reality demonstrates that there is no such thing as “ust-right capitalism” or “better
capitalism.” The 1980s, often recalled as Japan's “era of high economic growth” when it was said to
be a “nation of 100 million middle-class citizens,” is sometimes cited as such an example. Yet it was
precisely during this period that the crisis was unfolding. Global capitalism had already stalled its
“growth” by the early 1970s, with profit rates turning downward. Following the crises of 1974 and
1975, the course shifted toward neoliberal policies. In Japan, too, various economic indicators
peaked in 1973 and then turned negative across the board (for example, per capita crude steel
consumption, considered a barometer of economic growth, and the rate of return on capital for small
and medium-sized enterprises and non-manufacturing industries). The total fertility rate fell below
the replacement level of 2.1, the threshold for maintaining the total population, starting in 1974,
the earliest among “advanced nations.”

However, isn't the very “prosperity” that Japanese capitalism has enjoyed the very thing that
should be questioned? This “economic growth” was built upon the defeat in an aggressive war, the
transformation of Okinawa into a “military colony,” the imposition of the contradictions of the
Japan-US Security Treaty—including the damages from US military bases—upon the people of
Okinawa, and the suffering caused by the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Moreover, following the
example of the imperial system state, which continues to shelve responsibility for its history of
aggression and colonial rule, the working people themselves have been unable to gain even a



recognition of this history of perpetration. Furthermore, Japanese corporations’ expansion into Asia
remains so barbaric it can be called economic aggression. Capitalism inherently demands predatory
and invasive behavior because it is a system that constantly creates a convenient “outside,”
exploiting and plundering labor and resources from there as its foundation.

The continuation of colonialism by the Japanese state and people—justifying invasion and colonial
rule—does not merely signify an unreflective continuity from pre-war to post-war. Was it not also a
reactionary ideology reproduced after defeat, sustained by the material foundations created by
capitalism? Could it be that the difficulty in cultivating class consciousness among the working
class and internationalism in this land stems precisely from the fact that, contrary to the pride in
“peaceful Japan,” colonialist ideology has actually been perpetuated and entrenched here?

Capitalism detached from the real economy found refuge in bubble economies, repeatedly cycling
through bubble collapses and economic contractions as it shifted speculative targets to land, IT, and
housing. The ultimate destination of financial capital, where excess capital (money) dominates, is
the current war business and an ever-expanding world of wealth disparity. This is a phenomenon
common not only to Japan but throughout the capitalist world.

Returning to the question of the ideological and material roots of the current mass movement's
fragility, and building discussion and collaboration step by step, will become the force to regenerate
our movement, however circuitous the path may seem.

Lessons from the History of the October Revolution

Even within the movement, a shared understanding of the full scope of the many difficulties borne
by the collapsed socialist systems of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, and the internal and
external factors leading to their collapse, remains incomplete. It was precisely within socialist
society that a constant struggle against bourgeois forces seeking to push it back toward capitalism
was necessary. Among these, the opportunism of the working masses—the very subjects of socialist
construction—who allowed capitalist values to permeate, became a factor weakening the system
from within. One lesson we, as fellow workers, should draw lies precisely within their subjective
weaknesses, mistakes, conflicts, and setbacks.

One fruit of the Russian Revolution was ending World War I. The newly born socialist government's
foremost effort was negotiating an immediate ceasefire. On November 8, 1917 the day after the
revolution, the Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets issued the “Decree on Peace,” calling on the
belligerent nations for no indemnities, no annexations, an immediate ceasefire, and immediate
peace negotiations. Ignoring the Decree, the US, Britain, and France, who wished to continue the
war against Germany, launched an interventionist war the following year to crush the socialist
government. Amidst this, the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed in 1918. Immediate ceasefire, even
at the cost of financial and territorial sacrifices, was the fervent wish of the masses of workers,
peasants, and soldiers, and it was precisely because the socialist government had their support as
its foundation that this achievement was possible. The Russian masses established Soviets
(councils) in Petrograd and elsewhere, waging a struggle that combined workplace strikes and
street demonstrations with parliamentary battles within the Duma, thereby opening the era of the
general transition from capitalism to socialism. How it inspired the liberation struggles of workers
and oppressed peoples worldwide—the emergence of a workers' state that legislated the abolition of
private ownership of the means of production to end human exploitation of humans, the principle of



national self-determination, the eight-hour workday, and women's social rights!

The struggle that achieved revolution was not accomplished overnight, of course. Counting from the
First Russian Revolution of 1905, it took twelve years. Moreover, this struggle was built upon the
lessons written in the blood of the people shed countless times in the centuries preceding it—in the
bitter struggle against Tsarist oppression, in peasant uprisings, in the revolts of the nobility and
petty-bourgeois youth, and in the desperate struggles against terrorism.

The history of the Russian Revolution teaches us that the only way to eliminate imperialist war is
through the global anti-imperialist, anti-war struggle for socialism, and that no matter how long
and harsh the struggle, we must never extinguish the spark of resistance and pass it on. We renew
our awareness of standing at the beginning of that struggle as we commemorate the 108th
anniversary of the Russian October Socialist Revolution. Let us gather together!
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